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Jo Mr. Fitz-ApdamM. 
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Bek lofes the very dignity of his fex and 
nature. During his infancy, his father himfeif will be 
too apt to be pleafed with the delicacy of his features ; 
his mother will be in raptures with them; and every 
filly woman who vifits in the family, will continually la- 
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“ ture. would he have made!” If he goes to fchool he 
will be perpetually teized by the nick-name of Mifs 
Molly; and, if he has not great refolution, be obliged 
to become the moft mifchievous imp of the whole fra- 
ternity, merely to avoid the harder imputations of fear and 
effeminacy. When he mixes amongft men, the imper- 
fections of his education will ftill ftick clofe to him ; the 
bar itfelf will hardly cure him of fheepifhnefs, or the 
cockade defend him from the appearance of cowardice. 
His very excellencies (if he has them) will feem vir- 
tues out of nature; they will be the wifdom of a Cor- 
NELIA,or-the-heroifm -of a Sopuonispa. Nay, were 
we to fee him mount a breach, I am afraid that inftead 
of thofe-noble.culogies and exclamations which fhould 
properly attend a hero in fuch circumftances, we fhould 
only cry out with Mrs. Clerimont in the play, “« O the 
‘“« brave pretty creature !” 

Sucu are the calamities, Mr. Fitz- Adam, which al- 
moft neceffarily attend on male beauty ; and fo perni- 
cious fometimes are it’s confequences, that I have more 
than once been tempted to wifh fome method coula be 
found out which might extirpate it entirely. What 
ftatefmen, what generals, what prelates may we have 
loft, merely by the misfortune of a fine-complexion » 
It is with infinite concern that | frequently loo round me 
in public afiemblies, and fee fuch numbers of weli-areft 
youths, who might reaily have been of ufe to them- 
felves, and to mankind, had their parents taken the In- 
pian method of marking their faces to diftinguifh their 
quality. As it is, their unlucky, perfons have led them 
aftray into pertnefs and affectation, under a notion of po- 


litenefs ; and what ought to have been fenfe and judg- 
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ment, is at beft but a genteel tafte in trifles. Thoughtlefs 
man! (have I fometimes faid to myfelf, when the me- 
lancholy mood was on) how blind is he to futurity ! 
Little do thefe flutterers think, while their fummers are 
dancing away in dangling to Ranelagh with lady Biddy 
and lady Fanny, that the cold uncomfortable winters of 
their life muft at laft terminate in pratling feandal, and 
playing at quadrille with lady Bridget, and lady Frances ! 





- Their way of life 

Is fallen into the fear, the yellow leaf: 

And that, which fhould accompany old age, 
As honour, love, obedience, troops of friends, 
They muf? not look to have. 


Surety, Mr. Fitz-Adam, the preventing fuch mis- 
fortunes might very well become your care, if not that 
of the legiflature. Everybody knows that there was a 
time, even in a Roman army, when “ aim at their 
“ faces” was as dreadful a found, and attended with as 
fatal confequences, as ‘‘ keep your fire” was on a late 
glorious occafion. Now, though I would by no means 
infinuate that a beau muft be a coward; nay, though 
the world has furnifhed us with many examples of very 
finical men who were very great heroes ; yet as it might 
perhaps be better, even in time of peace, that men fhould 
not attend fo entirely to their perfons, I would endea- 
vour to ftrike at the root of the evil, It is, I believe, 
admitted as a truth in inoculation, that the part where 
the infertion is made, is ufually the fulleft of any part 
of the body. I would propofe therefore, with regard 
to our male children, that we fhould follow the ortgi- 
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general practice of this kind might be extremely ufeful 
to the ftate: the literary world would I am {ure be the 
better for it; for what mother could be averfe to having 
her fons taught to read, when perhaps the eye lathes 
were gone, and the cyes themfelves no longer worth, 
preferving ? Confiderations of this fort will I hope in- 
duce fome projector by profeflion to undertake the 
affair, and draw up, what may properly enough be 
ftiled, ‘a fcheme for raifing Men for the fervice 
“ of the public.” 

I must however do juftice to the fair youths of the 
prefent age, by confefiing that many of them feem 
confcious of their imperfections ; and, as far as their 
own judgments can direct them, take pains to appear 
manly. But, alas! the methods they purfue, like moft 
miftaken applications, rather aggravate the calamity. 
Their drinking and raking, only makes them look like 
old maids. Their {wearing is almoft as fhocking 
as it would be in the other fex. Their chewing to- 
bacco not only offends, but makes us apprehenfive at 
the fame time that the pocr things will be fick. When 
they talk to common women as they pafs them in the 
Mall, they feem as much out of character as Mrs. Wof- 
fington in Sir Harry Wildair, making love to Angelica, 
In fhort, every part of their conduct, though perhaps 
well intended, is extremely unnatural. Whereas if 
they would only fpend half the pains in acquiring a little 
knowledge, and prattifing a little decency, we might 
perhaps be brought to endure them ; at leaft, we fhould 
be lefs flocked with their beauty. 


WueEn I look back on what I have written, I am a 


little afraid that my zeal for the public may have hurried 
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me too far; for as we are taught to pity natural defects, 
we ought to be tender of blaming the errors they occa- 
fion. But what fhall we fay, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to another 
fet of animals, whom nature certainly defigned for men, 
and made, as Mr; Pope fays, ‘* their fouls bullet, and their 
“ bodies buff?” When thefe louts of fix feet high, with 
the fhoulders of porters, and the legs of chairmen, 
affect “ to lifp, and to amble, and to nick-name God's 
“ creatures’, furely we may laugh at fuch incorrigible 
ideots. The fair youths of a lefs gentle deportment, 
aim at leaft at what they imagine to be manly: but 
thefe dairy maids in breeches leave their fex behind them 
at their firft fetting out, aid give up the only qualities 
which they could pofliply be admired for. 

Any one who is converfant in the world muft have 
feen numbers of this latter fort ; fome of them tripping, 
others lolloping in their gait (if 1 may be allowed fuch 
expreflions) and many of them fo very affected, that they 
cannot even fee with their eyes, but at moft pinker 
through the lafhes of them, when they would languilh 
in public at fome miftrefs of theirs and the whole town’s 
affections. Their voices too have a peculiar foftnefs and 

re {cafce ever raifed, untefs it be at the playhoufe to 
make an appointment for the King’s-arms, or to difpatch 
an orange wench on a meflage to a balcony. 

In fhort, Mr. Fitz-Adam, what with uatural and 
acquired effeminacy, the prefent age feems an age of 
affectation. The whole head is weak, and the whole 
heart fick. And ‘yet (that I may not leave your read- 
ers with difagreable ideas in their minds) notwith- 
ftanding thefe alarming appearances, the eye of a 
philofopher can ftill trace out fomething to coun- 
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terbalance this amazing degeneracy. However def- 
perate the vulgar may think our fituation, we, who 
fee the fervor of the torrid zone fweetly compenfated by 
copious dews and everlafting breezes, and the whole 
fyftem of nature admirably adjufted; we, I fay, {ce 
likewife that this human defect is not left without it’s 
remedy. Jfowever delicate our MEN are become, we 
may {till hope that the rifing generation will not be 
totally enervated. The affured look, the exalted voice, 
and theatrical ftep of our modern FEMALES, pretty fuffi- 
ciently convince us that there is fomething MANLY Ttill 
left amongft us. So that we may reafonably conclude, 
though the male and female accomplifhments may be 
ftrangely fcattered and difpofed of between the fexes, 
yet they will fome how or other be jumbled together in 
that complicated animal, a MAN AND HIS WIFE. 


I am, 
SIR, 
Your moft humble fervant, 


S. H. 
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